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the Low Countries. The King of Spain promised a
subvention of 1,000,000 crowns for the first year, in
return for which the French princes undertook to
place him in possession of Cambray, to prevent
French privateers from preying on Spanish com-
merce, to hand over to him Don Antonio, the pre-
tender to the Portuguese Crown, who had found a
refuge in France, and to renounce all further alliance
with the Turks.

The Guises had now secured the co-operation of
Spain by a formal document; the preparations of
their party at home were also we'll advanced. The
weakness of the League at the time of the States-
General of 1576-77 had been conspicuous and unex-
pected. It was not till after the death of AIem;on,
when the thought that the heir-apparent of the
crown was a heretic thrilled Catholic I "ranee with
horror, that it again started into new and vigorous
life, and received that form and organisation which
identified it with popular passions and aspirations,
as well as with feudal and dynastic ambition, and
which enabled it in close alliance with Spain to bring
France to the very verge of ruin,

Paris was the heart of this organisation. The
capital was divided into five districts under five
leaders, who with eleven others formed the supreme
council, the notorious Sixteen. These men were for
the most part lawyers and tradesmen of middling
condition, but distinguished for fanatical zeal and
party spirit, well suited to be the instruments of
cooler and, if not more scrupulous, yet higher placed
and more cautious ambition* The parish clergy, the